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'To the Reader. * 


; 4 o this Diſcourſe was originally and entirely defigned fo 


the Edification of the unlearned and laborious Part of Man 
kind, who pet their daily Bread in the Sweat' of their. 
Biro; I preſume, it may claim Exemption from the, ſeweri 
Animadwerſions of Criticks, and the Cenſures of theſe, who call them 
Jelwes Men of Tafte : However, to engage the Candor of the Reader 
I vill juſt mention two or three Things, 
Imprimis. 7 beg Leave to make uſe of a certain Phraſe, cano- 
niz'd by long Ciftom, vix. That it was wrote without any] — 
Thought or Deſign of being printed.” This, you will ſay, 
Ts ale, trite and Thread-bare; but, flale ar it is, I don't beliz 
this is the-laſt Time it will be uſed; nor have I leſs Right to w/e] 
it, than any of the Thouſand Sermon- Publiſhers, that have aurot 
Before me ; and, in Fad, if there ever was any Thing worthy the 
' Reader's Confideration in the Aſertion, it is as good now as. it was i 4 > 
e Days of Tore; and if there never was any Thing worthy be 4 
. Reader's Confideration, what a Pack of Dunces bave woſt of aur g. 
Preface Writers been? Fa 9 7 
Item. I have the old Plea for Mercy to make uſe f., TR 
Im portunity of Friends.” — However, I don't infft much up 
#his—tireat it at you” pleaſe R 5 if 
Item, and eſpecraily : Among all the Sermons that ever I wwrote,hp 
er preach d, there ſcarce ever vas one begotten, conceiv'd and 


TS 
Fit 


N 


. 


Born; that is to ſay, compoſed and wrote, in leſi Time, and ing. 


more Hurry, than tois ; it being the Production of the End of a ati 
Week, that had been fili d up with greater bodily Infirmity, anthrax; 
hypochendriacal Luawne/s, than I hadexferienc'd for two Years be- 7 2 
auhole but it pleas'd my People, and they deſired to fee it in Print, 

and accordingly have it. And any one that doen: know that aÞPto 
haſty Performance is of ten more popular than ſome more elaboratth,, 1 


Compoſition, is welcome 10 make what Q&/erwation | Ne. 
courſe be thinks proper. r. Sy * 019 


| 


"g 


ſeveril 
them 
eader 
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t an) He reſervetb unto us the appointed Weeks. of 
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t 4% 

b ti 11775 the moſt of you are Huſbandmen, 

. who have continual Opportunity 
yy hep; to view the Power, and Goodneſs of 
ad © Gop, through the Viciſſitudes of the 
"ThE 5 Year, in the Production of the Fruits | 
an of the Earth; fo, I truſt, you ate not 


ünpos'd to paſs over thoſe Diſp lays of che divine 
rfections, in a heedleſs Mae as thisſe who re- 


wrote, > 


TT rard not the Mork of the Lord, and conſider not the Ope- 


/ of ation of bis Hands : Such Stupidity, ſuch aDiſre--" 
 arard of the divine Hand, ſtands condemned by the 


TS Ot» 


> th raftice even of the brutal World; therefore, ſuch 


Print, Contempt of Gop, diſcovering itſelf in his antient 
at People, is thus ſpoken of, The Ox knoweth his Owner, 


_ nd the Als bis Maſter's Crib ; but Iſrael doth not” 


use, my People doth not confi der. You have, in 
J. general, been engaged in the Buſineſs of ingather- 


ing the Staff of Life - been engaged in that Branch 
pf Huſbandry, from whence our Sàavioux gathers a 


{Repreſentation of the Conduct of the Angels, at 
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the laſt Day, i in gathering the Elect to Glory, and 


caſting the Wicked into unquenchable Fire; and 
while) your Sickles are in your Hands while, in the 
Sweat of your Brows, you gather the Sheaves,— 
while you look back upon the Field, and view that, 
which Yeſterday was loaded. with the bearded Grain, 
ruſtling in the Wind and inviting the Reaper's Hand, 
To-Day, difrob'd, and only a Tract of uſeleſs Stub- 
ble—T fay, while you do theſe. Things, I hope that 
you do not diſregard the Finger of the DzITY, that 
you are not without religious Reflections, when the 
Occaſion is (or might be) ſo fruitful of them. 
Whatever Pretentions to real Godlineſs Men may 
make ; if they can paſs through the various Scenes 


of Harveſt, without religious Obſervations, and Af- 


fections, excited; and enlivened thereby; if they, for 
Da ys together, cut the Stalk, and bind the Sheaf, 


| | ker the ripe Grain, and prepare it for the Garner, 


without one ſerious Thought of the Gop that has 
caus'd the Seed to ſpring up, and ſtrung their 
Nerves with Strength to go through the laborious, 
yet joyful, Taſk of gathering it in, without one ſe- 


rious Reflection upon his Bounty in the clean ripe 


Grain, and Eis Frowns in the blaſted, or upon his 
Wiſdom and Power in bringing it to Perfection; 
there is muck Ground to ſuſpect the Vanity of their 
Pretentions: It is certain, at leaſt, that they have 
but little Soul-Converſe, and daily Communion with 
Gop.——lt is indeed profitable, and delightful to 
the Chriſtian, to live with Gop, and conver rfewith 
Him in the ordinary Concerns of Life; whereas tis 


the Character of the Micted that GOD is not in all 


his Thoughts. © And to aſſiſt you in this profitable 


ang delightful Employment, as far as it has reſpect 


to 
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to the preſent Seafon, 1 have choſen the Words read. 
He reſer veth unto us the appointed Weeks of the Harveſt. 
And now, without any Conſideration of the Context, 
or particular Explication of the Words themſelves, ; 
] ſhali take Occaſion to entertain you with a practi- 
cal Diſcourſe upon the religious Improvement of Har- 
veſt, not preſcribing any particular Method to myſelf. 
Many Months ago, you, went forth as a Sower, 
upon the ſame Ground over which you now paſs, 
as a Reaper; you then threw your Grain by Hand- 
fulls upon the furrowed and prepared Soil, truſting), 
that, according to the ordinary. Couric of Nature, 

you ſhould receive your own again, with great In- 
creaſe; you left it to ſpring forth ja the genial: 
Womb of Nature; nor has the. ALuIohTY diſap- 
pointed your Hopes ; ; he preſerved it thro' the Win- 
ter; and tho? he did not order ſo warm and ſteady: 
a Covering of Snow, as you, at ſometimes, were rea- 
dy to wiſh, jet He has ordered all Things ſo as ta 
ward off all Fears of a Dearth. The Power of Ve- 
getation, in his Hand, has produced the füll Ear; 
and the kind Rajes of the San have ripened the: 
milky Berry into Yellow Grain. What Wiſdom is: 
here! Who can comprehend it ?—What Power di- 
vine, what infinite Skill has watch'd by Day and by 
Night, thro” the changing Seaſons of the Year, fſo-: 
that you now receive the Seed you committed to the | 
Farth, an Hundred Fold. Here you have an 
Emblem of the Re ſurrection of the Body, and tis 
from the very Appearance you have had before your 
F yes, that the Apoſtle fetches Illuſtration of the Re- 
ſuſcitation of the human Race at the End of the 
World: But, ſays he, ſome Men will ſay, Biav are the 
Dead raiſed ? and with what Body do they Come? thou » 
Foal, {bat which 668 (oweſt 1 is not ee except. it. 
A Ot I 
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dye... And that which thou loweſt, thou ſoweſt not that 
Ready that ſball be, but bare Grain, it may Chance of 
Wheat, or ſome other Grain, but GOD giveth it a Body 


an it bas pleaſed bim. When you ſee what divine 


Power has produced, what a Profuſion of the ſame 
Sort of Grain you ſowed, ſupported by ſtately Stalks, 
and every Grain defended by its peculiar Huſk; 


you may gather a Specimen of that Power of Gop, 


which can raiſe a ſpiritual, immortal and glorious 
Body from theſe earthly, frail and rotting Carcaſes : 
He can raiſe us with Powers exalted, refined and 
fitted for his Uſe in our new and glorious State.— 
Tou committed the Seed to the Ground, truſting 


that Cop would preſerve it, cauſe it to ſpring up, 


and deliver it again into your Hands with rich 
Improvement. And can't you, in like Manner, 
commit your own Body or the Bodies of your dear- 
eft Relatives to the Duſt of che Earth, truſting in 


God, that he will reanimate them in his own Time, 


that they ſhall again riſe fair, and improved, and 
better fitted for your Makzr's Service; that you 
ſhall in your Fleſh ſee GOD? © — *T was no more in 
your Power, to make one Seed, you put into the 
Earth, ſpring up and yield its Fruits, than tis to call 
à putrifying Corpſe, from the Duſt of Death, into 
Lite and Activity. Let your Faith in a bleſſed Re- 
ſurrection then gather Strength and Conſolation from 
this Conſideration, that though you may long lye 
mouldering in the Duſt, and, after your Skin, Werms 


deſtroy this Body, yet the ſame Power that rais'd ſuch 


ſtately Ranks of Corn from the Seed, burſting and 
dying in the Furrows, can raiſe from Duſt and Pu- 
trefaction, a Body faſbion'd like unto CHRIST's glo- 


. rious Body. Ped 
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pat »Tis from this Increaſe and Redundance of Grain, 
of | proportioned to what you ſowed, that you have a 
dy | Similicude of the Produce of Goſpel-Truth | in a gra- 
ne | cious Soul. Behold, ſays our Saviour, a Soner went 
ne | forth to ſow, and, when he ſowed, ſome Seeds fell by the 
s, | Way-/iae, and the Fowles came and devoured it up, ſome 
©; | fell upon ſtouey Places, where they bad not much Earth ; 
D, | and forthwith they ſprung up, becauſe they had no Deep- 
us | neſs of Earth; and when the Sun was up, they were 
s: ſcorched, and becauſe they bad no Root, they withered a- 
nd | way. And ſome fell among Thorns; and the Thorns 
— | ſprung up and choaked them ;, but others fell into good 
ng | Ground, and brought forth Fruit , ſome an Hundred Fold, 
ip, | ſome Sixty Fold, ſome Thirty-Fold. © He explains this 
ch | afterwards, and ſays, * He that received Seed into the 
er, | good Ground, is he 755 beareth the Mord, and under- 
ar- | Fandeth it, which alſo beareth Fruit, and bringeth forth 
in eme an PHundred-Fold, ſome Sixty, ſome. Thirty. 
ne, | Now, my Brethren, when you view. that Profuſion 
nd | with which Gop has rewarded your Labour in tilling 
ou | and ſowing your Land, when you take Notice of 
in | that large Income he has given you, for that ſmall 
the | Meaſure of Seed you beſtowed upon the Ground, 
-all | the Parable ſuggeſts an Enquiry into the Increaſe of 
nto | Grace in your Hearts, and the Fruitfulneſs of your 
ge- Lives; whether you have brought forth Fruit to 
om | Gop, from all the divine manuring and Cultivati- 
lye on that has been beſtowed upon you proportionable 
rms to the Produce of the Seed you caſt into your Land. 
ach I doubt that the moſt of us mult take Shame to our- 
and felves, upon the Reſult of ſuch an Enquiry, that our 
pu- Hearts have been ſo poorly prepared for theRece 
glo- tion of the Seed of Gop's Word, that, inſtead of an 
hundred Fold, but very few will be found that have 
| — 
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bro't forth Sixty or Thirty. —Criſtians wil gene- 
rally find Matter of Humiliation in this Caſe, for- 
indeed the Children of this World are wiſer in their” 
Generation, than the Children of Light: ® The Men 
of this World take more Care to fit their Ground. 
to receive Seed, and bring forth a Crop, than Chriſ. 
tians do to fit their Hearts for the Reception of di- 
vine Truth in the Sanctuary. Among the Profeſ- 
ſors of Religion, there are too many ſtony- ground 
Hearers, who turn out but temporary Believers; 
and too many ſo immerſed, either in the Cafes, or 
Pleaſures of Life, that the Word of God to them, 
is like Seed town. among Thorns; but where is the 
Chriſtian among you all, that is as careful to fit his 
Heart to bring forth an hundred Fold, from the 
Seed of Gop's Word, as you are to fit your Ground” 
to bring forth a plentiful Harveſt? Was this ge- 
nerally the Caſe among profeſſing Chriſtians, we 
ſhould find more Vigilance and Circumſpection in 
their Walk, and more Devotion, Life and Vigour 
in their religious Services; Miniſters would be more 
encouraged, Churches more frequented, and Ordi- 
nances better attended. Vou blame the Sluggard,. 
and that juſtly, ſaying with the Wiſe Man, Ile that 
ſleepeth i in Harveſt is a Son that cauſeth Shame: * But 
in what Reſpects is your Conduct more juſtifiable, 
or commendable than his, when you takg no Care 
to improve ſpiritual Seed-Time and Harveſt, let the 
Seed be loft, and ſleep when you ought to be reap- 
ing the Fruit of paſt Advantages Let the wicked 
and careleſs, who have hitherto diſpiſed Gop's Word, 
ſow to themſelves in Righteouſneſs and reap in Mercy 
let them break up their Fallow-Ground ; for it is Time 
to ſeek the Lord, till He come and "INE Righteauſet 53 
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for they have plowed Wickedneſs, they have reaped Ini- 
quity, and eaten the Fruit of Lies. Let thoſe world- 
)y-minded Chriſtians, that ſuffer the Briars and 
Thorns of Pleaſure or worldly Care to over-run 
their Hearts, and prevent Profit from the Word; 
let thoſe, I ſay, likewiſe break up their Fallow-Ground, 
and ſow not among Thorns. * You never pretend to 
caſt your Seed-Corn into the Bruſh and Briars ot 
the Wilderneſs; no; you clear all them away; and 
when you have done that, you don't think your 
Ground prepared till plowed, ſoftened and mellowed. 
But how different is your Conduct in ſpiritual Mat- 
ters ?—You offer Gop a Heart entirely unprepared 
for the Seed of the Word; *tis a perfect Wilderneſs 
of Briars and Thorns; a Swamp undrain'd and un- 
clear'd, on Account of foul Lufts, carnal Security, 
Indalence, Stupidity, Inattention and Irreſolution. 
As this a fit Place for that Seed to ſpring up in? 
Is this to receive the ingrafted Werd with Meekneſs ? | 
When this World was a Paradiſe, Man's Heart re- | 
ſembled it; but as ſoon as Sin transformed the | 
Beauty and Fruitfulneſs of the Earth into Barranneſs, I! 
Thorns and Briars, it turn'd the Heart of Man into 
a State that reſembles the Ruins of a once delicate 
and magnificent City, Thorns come up in the Palaces, 
and Nettles and Brambles in the Fortreſſes thereof ; it 
is a Habitation for Dragons, and à Court for Owls ; 
a ſhocking Place to caſt Seed into, under any Ex- 
pectation of a Harveſt, till there has been much 
V/ork and Labour in preparing it. 
You find much Labour and Toil in gathering in 
ur Harveſt—'tis a Laborious Undertaking, uſual- 
* accompliſhed without much Sweat and Ex- 
pence of Strength. The Providence of oy * | 
order 


. 


act. 


2 , Holea x. 122 | Jeremiah iv. 3. 


ro THE RELIGIOUS IMPROVEMENT 


order'd this Work, with us, in a ſultry Seaſon of the 


Year, when the Sun (indeed is not quite fo. vertical 
as a few Weeks before, but) darts his Rays in the 


moſt tervid Manner, cauſing Labour abroad to be. 


attended with more Faintneſs and Fatigue, than in. 
an) Part of the Year. Tho' the Sun, by his ſcorch- 


ing Beams, hath exhal'd the Moiſture of the Corn, 


and ripened it for the Reaper; yet he withholds not 
then his penetrating Rays in Compaſſion to him. 


At this Seaſon, the Beaſts in their Paſtures, when 


the unclouded Sun mounts towards the Meridian, 
for ſake their Food, and ſeek Shelter from the Noon- 
Tide Heat, in any Shade that preſents, there they 


ſtretch themſelves, and enjoy Repoſe; and the Fowls 


ſkulk from the burning Air. into ſome neighbouring 
Hedge, and indulge their Indolence; while Man, 
3 of this lower World and Maſter of the bru- 
tal Creation, is called forth to gather his Bread :—It 
the Seaſon be loſt, pale Famine ſtares him in the 


Face—When Harveſt erects her yellow Head, tho* 


the Sun-Beams ſcorch, *tis Man's Time to gather 
the Proviſion of the Year ; and though his Land be 
a' Land of Wheat and Barley, and Gop is pleas'd to 


fill him 20ith the fineſt of the Wheat, yet in ſweat and 


Toil muſt he get 1t,—See !' the File of Reapers, 


b- baſking in the Sun; and bent to Labour, their Blood 


- flames in their Countenance, and their ſmall Re- 
mains of Dreſs ſwim in Sweat, while their parch'd 


Mouths and exhauſted Spirits require repeated: 
Draughts of cooling Liquids. —And is their No- 


thing inſtructive in the toilſome Scene? Can't 


you feel in this the Curſe of Gop on fallen Man, and 


the hateful Nature of Sin? -I think you can't have 


a more lively, (and, one would think, a more hum- 
bling) Senle of that Denunciation, Gen. ii. 17, 19. 


Becauſe 
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+, u whoſe are all yuur Ways. 
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Becauſe thou haſt harkned unto the Voice of thy Wife, 


and haſt eaten of the Tree which I commanded thee, ſay- 
ing, thou ſhalt nol eat of it: Curſed is the Gr und for 
thy Sake ; in Sorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the Days of 
thy Life.— And in the Sweat of thy” Face ſhalt thou eat 
Bread, till thou.return unto the Ground, Hear this, 
thou laborious Huſbandman ! and conſider the hate- 


ful Cauſe of all thy Toil and Fatigue.—You may 
learn your Apoſtacy in your daily Labour, that 


you are a true Son of Adam, and inherit the Cuyfe 
denounced on him. Lou may read your Maker's 
Diſpleaſure againſt Sin as you reap or mow.—Gop, 
not only, as a Token of his Diſpleaſure againſt a 


guilty People, cuts off the Staff of Bread, ſends a 


Blaſt upon their ſtanding Corn, and diſappoints the 
Hopes of the Sower ; He not only commiſſions the 


Worm to-ſap the Root, to undermine every Proſ- 


pect of Plenty, and bring a Famine of Bread; but 
the Toil and Labour, the Sweat and Fatigue of ga- 


thering and procuring Food, when the Land viele 
plentiful Increaſe, is a ſtandin 
Hatred of. Sin, the firſt Sin, the Sin of the World. 
and exhibits as indelible Marks af a univerſal A- 


Monument of his 


poſtacy as outward Eruptions of in ward Leproſy, 


O] let Sin then, be the Object of your Hatred, and 


learn more of its malignant Nature, from your dai- 
ly Labour. | 


But, amidſt all the Toils you are ſubjected to, 
your Ability to labour, demands grateful Acknow- 
ledgments to the GOD in whoſe Hand your Breath 
The Frame and 


Conſtitution of animal Nature is ſuch, that, in the 

healthy Body, unleſs the Strength be in an impru- 

dent, and exceſſive Manner exhauſted, Nature ex- 

erts ſelf, and. quickly recovers its Vigour and 
\ * . Comforts 
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Sleep. A Heart free from Anxiety, a Body un- 


\ tigued with Labour, diſpoſes to the moſt refreſhing 
and recruiting Sleep; ſo true is that Obſervation 
of the Wiſe Man, The Sleep of the labouring Man is 
- fabeet, whether be eat little or much; bit the Abundance 
ef the Rich will not ſuffer him to ſeep. *» Thovgh the 
_- univerſally bears the Marks of the divine 
re, and the Huſbandman feels the divine Di. 
: pleaſure againſt an apoſtate World, in the Labour 
and Toll with which he gets his Bread from the 
Earth; yet the Bounty of our heavenly Father, in 
making abundant Proviſion for the Recruit and 
Comfort of our weary Natures, ought to be grate- 
fully acknowledged: With what Appetite and Re- 
-liſh- can the healthy Labourer receive the Bounties 
of Providence! and what immediate Recruit of 
Spirit do chey afford !—Grve unto the Lord, Glory 
and Strength, Give unte the Lord the Glery due une 
4 Pls Name.— 
That Soundneſs of Limbs, and comfortdtle Mea- 
hee of Health, which enables you to ſwing your 
| Scythe, or to draw your Sickle, 15 God's 
it's a Gift, whereby you are diſtinguiſh'd from 


 : Neighbours :—While your Nerves are brac'd, your 
| laborious Taſk, others can r ſee, and be ſenfible, that 
their Corn is, as it were, calling for the Repner.; 
but bodily Infirmity incapacitates them to put forth 
their Hand to the Buſineſs. Some are, with hard 
Sick neſs, confined to their Beds; a burning Fever 
Prays upon their _—_ or accute Pain torments 


e eee A their | 
e, Y. 12 | | 


Comfort, by the proper Refreſhments of F ood and 
"moleſted by Diſeaſes, and a Nature moderately fa. 


Gife | 
-many of. your Fellow Men, and from ſome of your 


Sinnews ſtrung with Strength and F irmneſs for the 
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Ubeir Limbs, and their Cares for foture Bread, are 


wallowed up in the more important Concerns of ano- ä 
Eber World. — Others, not ſubjected to ſocloſe Con- 


Faement, are ſtill unable to aſſiſt in the Work of the 
Sealon: - Tho 


ugh they ſtalk about upon the Face 
of the Earth, yet they find Fleſh, Strength and 


Spirits decaying— they groan under the Miſeries of 
an impaired Conſtitution, and are ſubjected to Tre- 
1ors, and exquiſitely diſagreeable Senſations. upon 8 


the leaſt Attempt to Laboui, while perhaps, the un⸗ 
happy Men are ridiculed by the Robuſt, for their 


very Misfortunes, and their Weakneſs is ſtiled their- 


Lazineſs.— Others, by ſome ſudden and unexpected 
Accident, have had their Fleſh ſorely bruis'd, or 
their Bones broken, and are doom'd to a lon 
riſonment in their Chambers, Think on fuch' 
Perſons as theſe with Compaſſion, when you. find - 
urſelf endowed with Strength equal to the Buſi- 
neſs of the Seaſon; and the Call of Providence. Tho? 
you feel yourſelt, at the cloſe of the Day, weary with 
our Labour, yet, from the ſweet Sleep of the la- 
pouring Man, you can riſe freſh as the Morning, 
ind enter anew upon the neceſſary Taſk, Theſe 


Chings call for Affections, and Expreſſions of Gra- 


ude to the Gop of our Life, and for tympathetic_ 
undneſs to the Sick, the Weak and: the W.ounded, ' 
auſing you to comfort theFeeble-minded, to ſupport the 
Veak, end to have Compaſſion ene of another. __ 

When you paſe through a Field of Corn, you find 
ot only uſeful Grain, but unprofitable Weeds, 
chich ſpring up with the Corn, and mix its Sced 
herewith, you indeed took the utmoſt Care to. 
rocure pure and clear Seed, but you find fre- 
gently Tares growing up with the Wheat. — Now, 
he Improvement that ycu are to make, the Reffec. 
= | B 
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tion that occurs, upon this Obſervation is given you 
| by our Saviour in Matt. xiii. Chap. where he com. Ba 
ll  pares a large Field to the World, and the Church, Idi 
| and the Tares that ſpring up with the Wheat, to the 
I Hypocrites that have a Place in the fame Church Jun 
with Believers, and the wicked that have a Refi Cc 
dence in the ſame World with the Godly and Pi. th 
.ous; The Kingdom of Heaven, ſays he, is likened unto || th. 
| | a Man, that ſowed good Seed in bis Field; but whik IA! 
| 

; 

; 


| Men ſlept, the Enemy came and ſowed Tares among the | hi. 
[ Wheat, and went bis Way; but when the Blade was} ya 
ſprung up, and brought forth Fruit, then appeared the i 
Tares alſo. So the Servants of the Houſbolder came] ed 
and ſaid unto bim, Sir, didſt not thou ſow good Seed in] re 
tby Field? From whence then hath it Tees? He ſaid T 
unto them, an Enemy bath done this. \The Servants a" 
ſaid unto him, wilt thou that we go and gather them up? C 
But he ſaid, Nay : left while ye gather up the Tares, y.] ia 
root up aiſo the Wheat with them. Let both grow toge- fe 
Aber until the Harveſt : and in theTime of the Harveſt, I ® 
will ſay to the Reapers, gather ye together firſt{the Tares, | > 
and bind them in Bundles to burn them; but gather the 

| I beat into my Barn. In explaining this, in the ſame et 
| Chap. ourLoxp ſays, He that ſoweth the good Seed,isthe tl 
| Sonof Man, the Field is the World, the good Seed are thi S 
good Children of the Kingdom, but the Tares are the Children. tl 
of theWicked One; the Enemy that ſowed them is the De- N 
Vi; theHarveſt is theEnd of the World, andt be Reaper ©: 
are the Angels. Here is a Field opened for you to 7 
ſpiritualize all the Proceſs of your Work. — After] n 
all the Pains that Men take to ſow their Land with Y 
good and pure Seed, they will uſually find ſome ] 2 
Tares, and unprofitable Weeds; Job's Imprecationf H 
I 

0 


will frequently, in ſome Meaſurs come upon them, 
Les Thiſtles grow inſtead of Wheat, and Cockle inſtead of 
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Barley. So the Seed which our Lond Fegvs Cunisr 8 


diſperſes in the World, that great Field, is good; 


but it becomes in many Inſtances; a Savour of Death 


unto Death. The Traſh that grows among your 
Corn, is void either of Profit or Service to you, and 
thus unprofitable to Mankind, unſerviceable to 


the Great Lon o of the World, are many that ſuftajn 
a Place in the World, and enjoy the Manurings of 


his SanQtuary—like the, barrenFig-Tree in theVine- 
yard, they but cumber the Ground. By the Bleſ- 


ng of the Upright, the City is exalted; but the Wick- 
ed are a Reproach to the People among whom they 


reſide, and.” when they periſh, there is ſhouting. The 


Tares poſſeſs a Place in the Field with the Wheat, 
and receive Nouriſhment from the fertile Earth, in 
common with it; they enjoy the ſame Rain, the- 
ſame Sunſhine, and the ſame Soil, and yet are good 


for Nothing; that which ſerves to render the Wheat 


more fit for Man's Uſe, and ripen it into proper 
Subſtance for the richeſt Bread, renders the other 
So, though the Wicked 


enjoy the ſame Means of Grace, are. ſupported by 
the ſame Providence, and have a Plate in the. ſame 


Sanctuary with the Godly ; yet, from the Vileneſs of 
their Nature, they but contract new Guilt, become 
more ripe for Hell, and are treaſuring up Wrath-- 
againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the righ- - 
teous Judgment of 60D. This Conſideration wilt ' 


naturally. ſuggeſt ſome ſuch Enquiry as this, into 
your. fpigitual State Hete I view Tares, Cockle, 


and unprofitable Weeds among the Wheat, as 1 my 


it ; and to theſe do I find the hypocritical Part 


profeſſing Chriſtians likened in Scripture : But alas? : 


don't I, who enjoy the ordinary Gifts of Providence, 
B 2 7 the 


— ——— — 


na Pros. xi. 10. 
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the Offers of Pardon, and the Means of Grace equal Aug 

to any of my chriſtian Neighbours, make the ſamq don 
Uſe of them, as theſe Tares do of the Rain of Hes. 
ven, and the Fatneſs of the Soil, among this Wheat? 
, Should the Reapers now come to the: "general Har. 
veſt of the World, ſhould not I be found as far from 
being an Honor to Gop, and as unfit for his heal pre 
. venly Garner, as theſe Weeds are for the Serviceſ he 
and Nouriſhment of Man? Nor may it here bel WI 

Improper, after having had ſo much View to our the 

Savioun's Parable in this Diſcourſe, to hint a Word 
of Reproof that the Buſineſs of Harveſt affords, to 
ſuch. Perſons as have embraced that unſcriptural 
Opinion, That there is, or may be, a pure Church in thel ;1 
World, by the Separation of true Believers from ſecreiſ of 
| Hypacrites. It is not agrecable to our SAVIOUR, 
that Men attempt any ſuch Thing as purging the 
Church of ſuch as are inwardly hypocritical, and i in- Be 
. incere in their Profeſſion, notwithſtanding there is th 
_ Proviſion made, for removing ſuch, as, by their cut 
.wardly {ſcandalous Behaviour, irea Diſhonor to their 
Profeſſion Let both grow together, ſays He, until the 
Harveſt ;—and what he means by the Harveſt is ex- 
preſſed, The Harveſt is the End of the World, —There 
is a Set of Men in the World, diſtinguiſh'd by their x 
Fondneſs of judging, and deciding the ſpiritual State 
of profeſſing Chriſtians ; z and have even arrogated 
to themſelves, a Right cf determining the Sinceri: 
ty, or Inſincerity of their Profeſſions : Hence they 
have thought themſelves warranted to reprobate, 
and anathamatize particular Churches, to which chey 
have been joined by ſolemn Covenant; to ſtand 
aloot from them, ſaying, We are holier than Ve; 3 
to ſeparate from them, and erect others, whoſe 
Doors are barr'd againſt Hypocriſy—Now, as the 
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guggard is directed to 7 to the Ant, and learn Wiſ⸗ 
dom, ſo let theſe Men, having carefully peruſed the 


xiiith, of Matt. go to the Corn- Field, and get Con- 
futation. | | 


But it is Time that the Diſcourſe make a Tranſi- 


tion to the Goodneſs of GOD, in the Production of our , 


Bread-Corn, and our Obligations to Gratitude: tõ him 
therefor. When you take Notice of your Stacks of 


Wheat and Rye, and therein plentiful Proviſion for 


the enſuing Year, acknowledge. Gop's Goodneſs + 


and Agency therein, and bleſs and praiſe his holy 
Name, | 
for the Staff of Life; He re/ſerveth unto us the appoint- 
ed Weeks of the Harvefl.—So plain are the Footſteps 


of Almighty Power, infinite Wiſdom, and diffuſive; - 


Goodneſs, in the Courſes of divine Providence; «fo: 


conſpicuous and apparent the Finger of that wiſer 


Being who rules over ALL, and provides, for Alx, 


that any Man may ſee it, Men may bebold it afar. off ;. 


and though Men take different Paths in Life, are 
actuated by different Principles, and propoſe diffe- 
rent Ends, yet they may all deſery the Superinten- 
dancy of the ALmicaTy. RuLEeR, and the Benefi- 
cence of the univerſal Pax RN. But no Station in 
Life, gives a Man a better Proſpect, or brighter 


Diſcovery of the Sovereignty,. Power and Kindneſs 


of Gop, than that which the Huſbandman fills '— 


While others truſt in their Skill and Dexterity, to 
accompliſh their Deſigns, He has ever preſented to 
his View, his Dependance on Gov. —The Warrior, 
going to jeopard his Life, is tempted to depend up- 
on the Number or Valour of his Troops: And the 
Seaman, when Clouds are condenfing, the Wind 
LEY Strength, and the Tem peſt rages, hopes in 


e Strength of his Ship, and the Number and Ex- 
I : FR perience 


Your Dependance is entirely upon Goo 


Bottles of Heaven. 
Judgment, threatning to ſweep or blaſt the Food of 
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perience of his Mariners: The Cisfiſmen of every 
Kind, depend upon their Art and Contrivance for 
Subſiſtance ,—but the Huſbandman lives, in the 
moſt ſenſible Manner, Day by Day, upon Gop.— 
Is the Rain withheld, ſo * his. Land is parch'd 


withDroughth, the Vegetables languiſhing and dying 


away, and the Oxen lowing for Food? In ſhort, is 
a fruitful Land turn d into Barrauneſs, and the Water- 


Springs into dry Ground ?—there is none but Gop to 


Took to; the whole Village can't raiſe a Cloud, nor 
can the united Power of all Mankind, unitop the 
Do the Rains deſcend in 


Man and Beaſt before them, and preſenting a me- 
lancholy Proſpect of approaching Dearth and Trou- 
ble? There is none but the Father of the Rain, and 
He, who hath begotten the Drops of the Dew—none 
but He, who is perfect in Knowledge, and of whoſe 
wondrous Works, are the ballancing of the Clouds, that 
can avert the impending Evil. ——Do the Locuſts, 
and other deſtructive Inſects of the Air, come in 


Swarms? or an Army of Reptiles invade the Corn 
at the Root? they come as Deſtruction from the 


ALmrcnuTy, A Fire devcureth before them, aud behind 
them a Flame burneth *; none but Gop, to whom be- 
longs every Inſect of the Earth, as well as all the 
Cettle upon a thouſand Hills, can cauſe them to retreat: 

But He can exert his Power for the inftant Delive- 
rance of the Diſtreſſed; as He did, when He turned 
a mighty ſtrong Weſt Wind, which took away the Locuſts 


— — 55 
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of Egypt, and caſt them into the Red Sea, ſo that ther- 


remained not one Locuſt in all the Land of Egypt. Tho" 
the Inhabitants of a Country in general, are inte- 


reſted in theſe Evils, yet they primarily, and more 
immediately 


r ? Exodus X. 20. N 
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immediately affect thoſe, whoſe chief Buſineſs in 
Life is, like their Father Adam's, „ to till the. 
« Ground.” While other Men are inſenſible of, or 
have not Opportunity to view, the Hand of Gon, 
in ordering the Seaſons, for the Benefit of the Earth, 
the Huſbandman lives in continual Dependance up- 


on Gov, under the beſt Advantage to be ſenſible 


of it, and peculiarly obligated to view and ſtudy, to, 
praiſe and adore the Glory of Gop, in making Pro- 
viſion for the Wants of Men. The Changes and. 


Viciſſitudes of the Year, preſenting to Man their. 


reſpective Fruits, are agreeable to the Ordinance. 
and Appointment of God; for He ordained the. 
Perpetuity of the revolving Seaſons, after the De- 
ſtruction of the Old World, While the Earth re- 
maineth, Seed-Time and Harveſt, Cold and Heat, and 
dummer and Winter, and Day and Night ſball not ceaſe. *. 
The Time of Harveſt is repreſented, and frequently 


ſooken of, as being a Time of rejoicing ; yea, of 
ſo great rejoicing, when the Harveſt is pler.tiful, that. 


the Ground, the inanimate Soil itſelf, is fer forth 


as Shouting in the divine Beneficence to Man. Thou 


crowneſt, ſays the Pſaimiſt, exulting with pious Gra- 
titude, the Year with thy Goodneſs, and thy Paths drop 


Fatneſs——— the little Hills rejcice on. every Side 


the Vallies alſo are covered over with Cern; they snour 


fer Joy, they alſo ſing : * To this grateful Joy does, 
our Saviour allude, when he metaphorically ſpeaks 
of the Goſpel Church, and the Ingathering of Con- 
verts; Lift up your Eyes, ſays He, and look on the 


Fields, for they are already IVhite to Harveſt; and He 


that reapeth, receiveth Wages, and gathereth Fruit un- 


"fo eternal Life; that both he that ſoweth, and he that 
. reapeth, may rejoice together, *—And 


to this Joy of 
- _- Harveſt 
4 Gen. VIII. 22. * Plalm IXV. 1113. * Jon uv. 30, 
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the Joy that ſhall be in the Midſt of Affliction, by 
the Revelation and Diſcovery of the Mes an— 
They joy, ſays he, before thee, acro? ding to the Foy of 
Harveſt, and as Men rejoice, when they divide the Spoil. 
But how is it proper for Chriſtians, for Men ac- 


manifeſt this Joy? not ſurely in Riot and Luxury 
not in exceſſive ſenſual Gratifications, or a diſſo- 
lute Frolick : But they ſhould rejoice in Gop, whoſe 
Bounty is the Source of all their Plenty. We find 
a Direction in this Matter, inthe cxlvii Plalm, V. I. 
Praiſe e ye the LORD : Por it is good to ling 2485 
unto our GOD: The Call to Praiſe is repeated int 
12th Verſe, Praiſe the LORD, O Jeruſalem: Praiſe 


thy GOD, © Zion. And one particular Reaſon why 


we ſhould render Him this Praiſe, is given, V. 14. 
He maketh Peace in thy Borders, and filleth thee with 
the fineſt of the Wheat. 


wherein they were to praiſe his Name, for the Pro- 


duce of their Land. Deut. xvi. 13, 14. Thou ſhalt 


obſerve the Feaſt of Tabernacles ſeven Days, after that 
thou haſt gathered in thy Corn and thy ine; and thou 


Halt rejoice in thy Feaſt, thou, and thy Son, and thy 


Daughter, and thy Man-Servant, and thy Maid-Servant, 


and the Levite, and the Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, 


and the Widow, that are within thy Gates; Seven Days 
ſhalt thou keep a ſolemn Feaft unto the LORD thy GOD, 
in the Place which the LORD thy 


becauſe thy GOD Hall bleſs thee in all thy Increaſe.- 


While you learn from your Toll, the Fall of Man, 
and the * of Gop upon the Ground, and im- 


Harveſt likewiſe, does the Pro opher Ifaiah compare 


quainted with the Character of the true Gop, to 


| Gop appointed, to his 
ancient People, a ſolemn, annual Feaſt, at Harveſt, 


> ewe, 0 knt as > =>: wwe ae Yan Ss, Vo bond Pat ,, ed > 


GOD Hall chooſe; ; 
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prove it to Humiliation; 


cious Waſte. 
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In various different Reſpects, do the ſacred Wri- 
ters allude ta the Buſineſs of Harveſt ;—lometimes 
the jo ful Seaſon is ſet forth, as an E. mblem of the 
Maaifeſtation of the Mass iA to a benighted World; 
at other Times, theReaper's Work is madeUſe of as a 


figurative Repreſentation of the Exerciſe of Gon's: - 


fierce Anger, & tremendous Judgment upon a-guilty 
People, or World. Joel 111. 13. Put ye in theSickle, for 
the Harveſt is ripe; come, get ye down, for the Preſs is 


full, the Fats overflow, for their Wickedneſs-is great— 


Let the expreſſive, the ſtriking Image, excite in you 
a Dread of the ALMIGHTY, and ſet Home the alarm. 
ing Truth, Though Hand join in Haud, the Wicked 


ſhall not be unpuniſhed. Thus did the Vengeance 
of the ALlMIchr Y, mow down the Inhabitants of 


the Antediluvian World, and of. the Cities of the 


Plain, leaving only the F amilies of Noab and Lot, 


as the Gleanings of the F ield, Take Heed that 
ye offend not that Gop, who can mow down the In- 
habitants of a Country, a Nation, or a World, as 
the Labourer does the Produce of the Field. 

But to draw towards a Cloſe, let the Great Har- 
veſt, the End of the World“ be had in View. 
The Field, that was lately burthen'd with the ſtand- 


ing Corn, is now deprived of all her Pomp, and 


Glory ; inftead of thoſe unnumber'd Ears, rang'd 


in beautiful Order, which not long ſince ſaluted the 


Eye, we find the ſhorn Field, appearing as a ſpa- 
80 Mall it be one Day, with this 
World: 


* Matt. X111, 39. | "= > 


1 


1 


* Pr. Avi. 8. 


view his Goodneſs in the 
Productions of the Field, and praiſe the Name of 
Him, who opens the Store-Houſe of his Bounty, 
to ſupply your Wants, 
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World: I looked, ſay s St. John, and behold, a white 
Cloud, and 
Man, baving on bis Head a golden Crown, and in bis 
Hand 4 ſharp Sickle. And another Angel came out of 
-the Temple, crying with a loud Voice to bim that ſat on 


upon the Clend one lat, like unto the Son if 


#he Cloud, Thruft in thy Sickle and reap : for the Time 
is come for thee to reap ;, for the Harveſt of the Earth 
is ripe. And be that ſat on the Cloud, thruſt in bis 


. Stickle on the Earth: and the Earth was reaped. * A 


moſt important Period this! the Righteous, qualifi- 


ed for Glory, and fit for their Maſter's Service, ſhall 


be gathered into his heavenly Garner; and the 
Wicked, ripe for their different Deſtination, ſhall 


-be caſt into unguenchable Fire, Then, upon a Survey 


of this Globe, wilt there be the Appearance of a 

xzeaped Field. Alas! how will zbe Cities ſet ſolitary, 
that were full of People Then ſball the great Lord 
Lf the Harvgſ, reap bis greateſt Revenue of Glory. Har. 
weſt crowns the Labour of the Huſbandman, and h 
3 then plentifully rewarded for all his Toi: With 
a View to this, was all his Labour in manuring and 
tilling his Land. — 80, at the great and laſt Day, 
Mall Gop receive the greateſt Income of Glory, 
th 
that Day ſhall He come to be glorified in his Saints, and 
1 be admired in all them bs believe. *—The redeem- 
ed of the Lox v ſhall return to Zion, with Songs of 
eternal Praife and Joy.—To this glorious, and dil- 

tinguiſhed Period was the View of our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, in all he has done, and ſuffered for his 


Church.—As the Huſbandman plows, and ſows, 
and then watches, and guards his Field, while the 
Gra | 18 "EEG to — leſt it be deſtroyed, 


Of 


Pr damaged by the Beaſts of the Field, that he may: 
vbite have Plenty at Harveſt; ſo Chriſt has purchaſed the: 
n of Cburch with his own Blood, watched it every Mo- 
| bis ment, and defended it, chat the Gates of Hell might not 
ut of Prevail againſt it, that he might reap a large Revenue 
at on tht Glory at che laſt Day. Then ſhall he gather 
Time his Saints to himſelf in Heaven, there to reign with 
arth him as.Kings and Prieſts to GOD forever That 
Day ſhall proclaim the Triumphs of his Juſtice, and 
the unſpeakable Riches of his Grace; ſhall diſplay 
the Glory of his Wiſdom, and demonſtrate the Di- 
vinity of his Nature, in the Sight of an attending, 

the ſadmiring Univerſe. —— Then likewiſe, ſhall the Re- 
ſhall demption of Gop's Children be compleated : Men 
rvey Btbeſe Things begin to come to paſs, then look up, and lift 
of a lus your Heads; for your Redemption arawAd nigh. * 
| At the Harveſt, the Wheat is ſhelter'd, and ſecured 
rom the Dangers it was expcſed to while ia the 
Field. —ſo, at the End of the World, ſhall the Righ- 
teous be brought to their Father's Hoaſe, and be 
ſafely protected from every Danger that threatened 
them in the World. While the Corn ſtands in the 
Field, it is expoſed to be blaſted, cut ſhort, or de- 
ſttoyed, by unſeaſonable Weathe 'r; rapacious Ver- 
min may crop it while imperfect ; or the Beaſts of 
the Field may break througl. its Incloſure, trample 
on it, and devour it; but when it is gathered into 
the Garner, *tis out of the Reach of theſe Evils ;— 
1{-YSo, when the Saints are admitted into a Manſion in 
their Father's Houſe, they ſhall be free from all the 
I8Evils they are expoſed to in the World. While in 
the World, the Enemies of their Souls are nume- 
tous and induſtrious, ſo that they had e > 
they 
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the Kingdom of Heaven, it will be with much Ti 
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their Danger is ſo great, that if they. ever ente 


Butacion ; bur, having elcaped- the Pollution then 
is in the World thro* Luſt, and being arrived to thi 
bliſsful Abodes reſerved for ſueh as -overcome- 4h 
World, they are out of the Reach of Dangers; | 
more ſhall they have to conflict ich Tewypration 
or fear che Powers of Hell. 
Let us all, therefore, make it our Cate, to lay i 
. F sundation, againſt the Time to come: "Le 
us ſeek the Favour of our Maker, and all nec 
Quahfications for the heavenly Glory: Let ys foe! 
Grace to perſevere in the Ways of Falch and Hol 
neſs to the Death, that we may, at the "great "7 
veſt-Day; come to "the heavenly Garner, lie 
eck bo Corn en in, in 15 2 55 v. 26 
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